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The market forces of supply and demand
help determine whether it is a buyer's or
seller's market. When the supply of homes
i= high, the zense of urgency for buyers
lezsens, Because there are more homes to
choose fram buyers can be more selective
and may wield more pewer during the
negatiations. [nturn, sellers may need to
lower their asking prices to attract consumer
interest,

Conversely, in a zeller's market, imentory iz
lower. Buyers have fewer aptions and the
sense of immedizasy is heightened. Az a
result, the number of bids an any given
listing may increase, asking prizces might
rize, and buying terms may become more
stringent.

A zecond factor that influences the market is
motgage interest rates. High rates mean it
costs bUyers more money to borrow froma
bank or lender. Higher rates can lessen
consumer demand.. On the ather hand,
when rates are kbwer and buyers feel they
can get more for their moeney it can propel
them into the real estate market.

Ifwou are consdering buying a home it is
critizal that you determine whether it iz a
buyer's of seller's market. Equally impaortant
iz o remember that real estate is local.
Different factors could make it a zeller's
market in one city and a buyer's in ancther,
To help viou determine which conditions
prevail examing how lang listings are staying
o the market, compare that rate to s
maenths ago, and look at whether homes are
zelling above or below asking price.

Your real estate agent shoulkd be an expert in
wour local marketplace. Hisor her insight will
be key. Remember the market climate —
buyer or seller - will ultimately influence yiour
decision when to buy and at what price and
terms.
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Mairtenance is almost
always less troublesome
L and less expensive than a
9 replacement or repair.
Foutine upkeep will help your home
maintain its value and it can make your
hame mare energy efficient. Here are four
hame systems that benefit friom routine care:

+ Furnace - Check the filter monthbe for dust
and debris and replace as needed.
Schedule a professional furnace tune up in
the fall.

+ Chimney — Chimneys that are used at least
four times annually should be professionalby
inspected and cleaned at least once a wear,
Late spring or early fall is the recommended
time.

+ Gutters — Prevent clogs and wear and tear
with regular mairtenance. COf course atumn
is the primary season, but regular
inspections are impotant for keeping the
systermworling right, especially when there
are heawy rains.

+ Plumbing Pipes— If there are trees in your
vard, especially near your sewage and waste
water out-take lines, use achemical root
Killer to keep lines clear. Roat syatems can
break through clder lines.

Cther systems that benefit from regular
upkeep inclde hotwater hesters, radiators,
and septic systems.
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| Besolution o live a little
S Mgreener” in 037 Start by using
[ less hot water. Installing a low
| flow showerhead can save 350
pounds of carbon dioxide
S annually, Washing yvour clothes
el gl incold or warm water instead of
hot can save BOQ pounds, For
maore ideas wisit
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